
1 

 

* 

 

 

 

Communications Information Assets and Background 

For Georgia ARES Emergency and Public Service Communications 

 

A Part of the State of Georgia FEMA/GEMA 2015 Annex 
 

 

 

 

 

 Document Links 

 

Preamble 

 Emergency Communications Support 

 Standards of Operation 

 Definitions 

 Communication Networks 

 Infrastructure 

 Training and Credentialing 

 Organization 

 Asset Information Breakouts 

 

 

 

  



2 

 

This document was created and is believed to be current as of May 2015 

 

Mission Statement: 

 

A primary responsibility of the Amateur Radio Service, as established by Part 97 of the Federal 

Communications Commission's regulations, is the performance of public service communications for the 

general public, particularly in times of emergency when normal communications are not available.  To that 

end, the Georgia Section Amateur Radio Emergency Service members, under the oversight of the American 

Radio Relay League, will equip themselves and train to provide communications as a direct service to the 

general public through government and relief agencies located in Georgia, local government jurisdictions, the 

State of Georgia, and Federal Agencies when requested by those agencies. 

 

Our Charter: 

 

“The Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) consists of licensed amateurs who have voluntarily registered 

their qualifications and equipment for communications duty in the public service when disaster strikes.  Every 

licensed amateur, regardless of membership in ARRL or any other local or national organization is eligible for 

membership in the ARES.  The only qualification, other than possession of an Amateur Radio license, is a 

sincere desire to serve.  Because ARES is an amateur service, only amateurs are eligible for membership.  The 

possession of emergency-powered equipment is desirable, but is not a requirement for membership.” — ARRL 

Public Service Communications Manual  

 

 

Emergency Communications Support: 

 

Georgia ARES/RACES assets are capable of being used in support of Federal, State, Local, Tribal, NGO, and 

private communications infrastructure.  Our network of repeaters plus stationary, portable, and mobile stations 

back up and augment Public Safety communications during times of disaster, emergency, or routine response 

to risks and hazards throughout Georgia and the region.  In addition, thousands of Federally-licensed Amateur 

Radio operators stand ready to partner with organizations requiring our services during disasters. 

 

We recognize disasters start and end locally.  To that end, we normally partner with County Emergency 

Management to augment and back up their communications needs.  Additionally, we partner with Federal 

organizations such as the National Weather Service by providing communications from storm spotters back to 

NWS forecasters.  We partner with State organizations such as GEMA, GSP, GHA, and DPH.  We partner with 

private organizations such as the Regional Coordinating Hospitals to provide back up medium-distance 

communications infrastructure. 

 

Our communicators practice and hone emergency operation skills by providing communications for numerous 

local events such as parades, marathons, triathlons, bike rides, and public service functions.  Many of our 

communicators have received advanced training through programs such as CERT and Skywarn.  Many of our 

communicators have completed the foundation Incident Command courses of ICS-100, 200, 700, and 800.  

The additional training helps ARES/RACES better serve the emergency management community in times of 

disaster. 

 

  

http://www.arrl.org/ares-manual
http://www.arrl.org/ares-manual
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Standards of Operation: 

 

In the interest of a State-wide standard of operations, Georgia ARES/RACES has established several protocols 

and recommended several capabilities that local and regional ARES/RACES members are encouraged to 

adopt.  These protocols extend to member’s home stations, local EOCs, and to the State Operations Center. 

The capability embraces the ability to operate over HF, VHF, and UHF frequencies using both analog and 

digital modes of operation, on either commercial or emergency power.  Portable or mobile operation is highly 

encouraged through the installation of equipment in member’s vehicles as well as in mobile communications 

vehicles (MCVs) and trailers. 

 

While analog communications has long been the staple of Ham emergency operations, the addition of digital 

modes such as APRS, D-Star, Winlink, FLDigi, and D-rats is highly encouraged for all Georgia emergency 

communicators.  This is not meant to overlook the oldest digital mode - CW (Morse code).  We further 

encourage partnering with various government, non-government, and private organizations to facilitate the 

installation of Amateur Radio equipment to support emergency communication with that particular agency.  

To this end, we have been very successful partnering with Organizations such as the National Weather Service, 

Georgia Public Broadcasting, Georgia Regional Coordinating Hospitals, GEMA, MARS, and Local Emergency 

Management. 

 

Definitions: 

 

D-STAR (Digital Smart Technologies for Amateur Radio) is a digital voice and data protocol for Amateur Radio. 

 

Winlink is a worldwide radio messaging system that uses either or both internet and Amateur radio 

frequencies to communicate data.  The system provides radio interconnection services including: email with 

attachments, position reporting, graphic and text weather bulletins, emergency relief communications, and 

message relay. 

FLDigi is a computer program intended for Amateur Radio Digital Modes operation using a PC (Personal 

Computer).  FLDigi operates in conjunction with a conventional Amateur transceiver, and uses the PC sound 

card as the main means of input from the radio, and output to the radio.  These are audio-frequency signals.  

The software also controls the radio by means of another connection, typically a serial port. 

FLDigi is multi-mode, which means that it is able to operate many popular digital modes without switching 

programs, so you only have one program to learn.  FLDigi includes all the popular modes, such as DominoEX, 

MFSK16, PSK31, and RTTY. 

D-RATS is a communications tool for D-STAR low-speed data (DV mode).  It provides: 

1. Multi-user chat capabilities;  

2. File transfers  

3. Structured data transport (forms); and  

4. Position tracking and mapping.  
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Nets: 

 Statewide Net 

Georgia ARES conducts a weekly statewide HF voice net every Sunday evening at 2200 UTC.  This net is a 

formal directed net and is usually on 3.9750 MHz, LSB.  In addition to the voice net, there is also a digital 

communications net using PSK31.  This net is on 3.5830 MHz, USB.  More details of these nets can be found at 

www.gaares.org  Click on the frequencies tab. 

 National Traffic System (NTS) 

The National Traffic System (NTS) is an organized systematic relationship between various Section and 

Regional Networks operating in a manor to facilitate the relaying of formal messages throughout North 

America. 

  

During Time of Need, or during a National or Regional Emergency, the NTS Networks would operate 

continuously 24/7 until the Emergency has passed. 

  

In the absence of message traffic demand, The National Traffic System operates on a series of cycles during 

the day and evening evening hours.  Currently, two cycles are active with two additional cycles on standby if 

needed.   The cycles operate daily to test the system and insure that message traffic can be passed if needed 

and to train operators as to the procedures for relaying message traffic. 

  

Currently, the two operational cycles are active daily seven days a week as follows: 

  

Cycle two (2) begins at 1:00 P.M. and continues until 4:00 P.M., or until all message traffic is processed. 

The cycle begins with a statewide net called the Georgia Traffic Net beginning at 1:00 P.M. on 7287.5 KHz, with 

an alternate frequency of 3987.5 KHz. The net control station will appoint a representative to forward any out 

of state traffic to the Fourth Region Net, called 4RN which meets at 1:45 P.M. on 7243 KHz.  The 4RN Network 

covers the states of Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, and Puerto Rico and the U.S. 

Virgin Islands.  A volunteer representative will be appointed by the 4RN Net Control to go to the Eastern Area 

Net (EAN), which meets at 2:30 P.M. also on 7243 KHz.  EAN covers the entire east coast of the United 

States.   The Eastern Net continues until all message traffic has been cleared.  Traffic destined for central or 

western states are passed along to the Transcontinental Corps for distribution to the appropriate relay 

stations.  A second session of 4RN will meet daily at 3:30 P.M to accept messages incoming to the fourth 

region to be forwarded to states located within the designated fourth region.  After all messages have been 

processed, the Network will close until the next cycle. 

  

Cycle four (4) begins at 7:00 P.M. and continues until 10:30 P.M.   The Georgia State Net (GSN) is called into 

session at 7:00 P.M. on 3549 KHz and a second session daily at 10:00 P.M.   Representatives are appointed by 

GSN to go to 4RN at 7:45 P.M. relaying out of state traffic as described above.  4RN also forwards messages to 

the Eastern Area Net at 8:30 P.M. on 3567 KHz for processing throughout North America also above.  There 

being no further message traffic the system will shut down unless needed. 

  

Frequencies in use: 

3549 KHz Georgia State Net 

7287.5 KHz  Georgia Traffic Net 

3982.5 KHz  Georgia Traffic and Emergency Net 

http://www.gaares.org/
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3975 KHz   Georgia Single Sideband Net 

3567 KHz    Fourth Region Net (4RN) 

7243 KHz    Fourth Region Net (4RN) 

7243 KHz    Eastern Area Net 

7117 KHz    4RN Morse Code Alternate 

3987.5 KHz  Georgia Traffic Net Alternate 

  

 The other two cycles of the National traffic System are currently inactive pending need. 

  

The system can be activated anytime during times of need. 

 Local Nets 

Local nets are frequently conducted by Amateur radio operators to: pass traffic, share ideas, extend good will, 

provide training, or as a means to just catch up with other local Hams.  These nets are frequently conducted 

on local or club repeaters and are designed to serve the local Amateur community.  Local nets are used to 

support numerous public service events such as marathons, bike races, road races, parades, and triathlons.  

Local nets are frequently called when severe weather threatens.  Any reports from these local nets is relayed to 

the Skywarn net and passed to the NWS. 

Skywarn Nets 

Georgia ARES/RACES maintains a close working relationship with the National Weather Service (NWS).  

Georgia is unique in that we are served by 6 NWS offices yet only one, the Peachtree City office, is in the state.  

ARES maintains a dedicated liaison in the form of a District Emergency Coordinator (DEC) with each office.  

The DEC is responsible for assisting each NWS office with promoting the Skywarn program within the counties 

served by the respective weather forecast office (WFO).  The following is part of a linked repeater structure 

whose role is to pass weather reports to the NWS during activations for severe weather.  This linked repeater 

system has also been used to pass traffic to the American Red Cross headquarters during hurricane 

evacuations. 

Additional information can be found at: http://www.georgiaskywarn.com/ 

What follows is a list of the member repeater systems of the Georgia Skywarn linked network. 

Location Frequency Notes 

Tyrone 
444.675+ 

(77.0 Hz) 

Hub and net control repeater. Emergency Power. South metro coverage. Battery backup at 

site. Also site of AB4KN-2 APRS digi. Linked to 444.600 via 220mhz link.  

Fayetteville 
444.600+ 

(77hz) 

Backup Hub and net control / remote base repeater. Emergency Power. Good south metro 

coverage and down into Cowetta, Fayette, Henry, Spalding, and Pike Counties. Mobile 

coverage into parts of north metro Atlanta as well. Generator and large UPS battery backup 

on site.  

Peachtree 

City 

442.500+ 

(77hz) 

Backup remote base repeater. Covers Fayette, Cowetta, Spalding and parts of Pike Counties. 

Some coverage into the southern metro Atlanta area. This repeater is also the NCS repeater 

for all public events in PTC where extra communications are requested. 

Fayetteville 145.210- Hardwired to 444.600+ repeater controller. Good south metro Atlanta coverage. Same site as 

http://www.georgiaskywarn.com/
http://disneycrazy.smugmug.com/gallery/7943953_gF4Q3
http://disneycrazy.smugmug.com/gallery/6222532_TM9Pw
http://disneycrazy.smugmug.com/gallery/6222532_TM9Pw
http://georgiaskywarn.com/www.kk4gq.org
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(131.8hz)  444.600.  

Madris 
147.165+ 

(131.8 Hz) 
Links to 444.675+ repeater. Good south metro coverage. 

Griffin 
145.390- (110.9 

Hz) 
Links to 444.600 repeater. Good south metro coverage.  

Atlanta 
146.820- 

(146.2 Hz) 
Atlanta Radio Club Repeater Good metro coverage.Links to 444.675+ or 444.600 repeaters.  

Dalton 
224.680- 

(118.8hz) 
Links to Jasper 146.805+ repeater. 

Jasper 
146.805+ 

(100hz) 

Links to 444.675+ repeater and 444.600+. Wide north Georgia coverage. Also covers Atlanta 

Metro area. Emergency Power with generator and battery backup on site.  

Sawnee Mtn  
441.900+ 

(141.3hz) 
Links to 444.675+ repeater. Wide north Georgia coverage. 

Covington 
146.925- 

(88.5hz) 
Links to 444.675+ repeater. Wide north Georgia coverage. 

Dallas 
146.895+ 

(77hz) 

Links to 444.675+ repeater. Coverage into the northwestern part of the state (Rome down to 

Carrolton and over to N. Atlanta), improved mobile coverage even in the south metro area. 

Battery backup at site. 

Dallas 
224.880- 

(77hz) 
Fulltime link to 146.895+.  

Thomaston 
147.390+ 

(131.8hz) 
Links to 444.675+. Good coverage south of the metro area. (Also links to 444.600+)  

Pine Mtn. 145.190-  Links to 444.600+. Great coverage south of the metro area. 

LaGrange 147.330- Links to 444.675+ Good coverage throughout the LaGrange and surrounding counties.  

Warm 

Springs  

144.920+ 

(DStar 

+2.5000)  

Warm Springs, Georgia DV C 144.9200 +2.5000 normally linked to D-STAR Reflector 30c.  

Location: Pine Mountain 

Coverage: 50 miles 

Gateway Version: 2.00 

Sponsor: Georgia D-STAR 

Dahlonega 146.835+ 
Links to 444.675+ repeater. Great coverage on the northeast corner of the state. Can hit from 

various parts of Atlanta. Battery backup at site.  

Concord 
145.250- 

(110.9hz) 

Links to 444.600+ repeater. Great coverage over South Metro Atlanta area. Mobile coverage 

in Fayette, Coweta, Henry, Spalding, Pike, Troup and other surrounding couties. 

Forsyth 147.315+ 

Links to 444.600+ repeater. County coverage includes; Parts of Southern Fayette, South 

Henry, Butts, Monroe, Lamar. Also the Lake Juliette area (cities of Forsyth, Jackson, High Falls, 

Bollingbroke) Part of the Cherry Blossom Intertie.  

Macon 145.430- 
Good coverage over the Macon area and most all of Central Georgia. Part of the Cherry 

Blossom Intertie.  

Macon 443.200+ Covers Bibb/Twigg and surrounding counties. Part of the Peach State Intertie.  

http://georgiaskywarn.com/www.w4doc.org
http://sites.google.com/site/sawneemtnorg
http://sites.google.com/site/wa4asirepeater/home
http://www.pauldingskywarn.com/
http://www.pauldingskywarn.com/
http://www.dstarinfo.com/
http://www.dstarinfo.com/
http://homepage.mac.com/pseabolt/repbb/default.html
http://www.wb4gwa.com/
http://www.cherryblossomintertie.net/
http://www.cherryblossomintertie.net/
http://www.cherryblossomintertie.net/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
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Macon 
147.015+ 

(88.5hz) 

Covers Bibb and surrounding counties.  

Part of the Peach State Intertie.  

Irwinton 
147.240+ 

(77hz)  

Wide coverage area. Counties include Jones, Twiggs, Wilkinson, and Washington. (Cities 

include Dublin, Gordon, McIntyre, Sandersville. Part of the Peach State Intertie.  

Irwinton 
444.925+ 

(77hz)  

Wide coverage area. Counties include Jones, Twiggs, Wilkinson, and Washington. (Cities 

include Dublin, Gordon, McIntyre, Sandersville. Part of the Peach State Intertie.  

Cochran 145.110- Covers Bleckley and surrounding counties. Part of the Peach State Intertie.  

Laurens 

County  
145.150- 

Wide Coverage repeater covering Dublin and surrounding counties. Part of the Cherry 

Blossom Intertie.  

Eastman 
145.210- 

(103.5hz)  

Covers Eastman over into Blackley County (Including the city of Cochran) Part of the Peach 

State Intertie.  

Cedar Grove  
147.150+ 

(123hz)  
Covers Laurens and surrounding counties. Part of the Peach State Intertie.  

Wayside 
145.370- 

(88.5hz)  

Covers Jones and Baldwin Counties (Including the cities of Gray and Milledgeville) Part of the 

Cherry Blossom Intertie.  

Milledgeville 
147.135+ 

(123hz)  
Covers Baldwin and surrounding counties. Part of thePeach State Intertie. 

Warner 

Robins  
146.850- 

Covers Jones and Baldwin Counties (Including the cities of Gray and Milledgeville) Part of the 

Peach State Intertie. (This repeater is linked on a part time basis.)  

Warner 

Robins 

146.670- 

(82.5hz)  
Covers Houston and surrounding counties. Part of the Peach State Intertie.  

Eatonton 
444.425+ 

(186.2hz)  

Covers south of I-20 into the counties of Morgan, Greene, Putnam. Part of the Cherry Blossom 

Intertie.  

Twin City  
147.000+ 

(156.7hz) 
Located near Statesboro. Wide coverage repeater. Part of the Cherry Blossom Intertie.  

Macon  
443.075+ 

(88.5hz) 
Covers Bibb and surrounding counties. Part of the Peach State Intertie.  

Warner 

Robins 

443.150+ 

(82.5hz) 
Covers Houston and surrounding counties. Part of the Peach State Intertie.  

Crawford 

County  

145.290- 

(82.5hz) 
Covers Peach and surrounding counties.Part of the Peach State Intertie 

Irwinton  
443.275+ 

(77.0hz) 

Wide coverage area. Counties include Jones, Twiggs, Wilkinson, and Washington. (Cities 

include Dublin, Gordon, McIntyre, Sandersville. Part of the Peach State Intertie. 

Montezuma 
146.640- 

(97.4hz) 
Covers Macon and surrounding counties. Part of the Peach State Intertie. 

Bolingbroke   
146.835- 

(77.0hz) 

Covers Monroe and surrounding counties. Range north of Forsyth to McDonough area. Part 

of the Peach State Intertie 

 

  

http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.cherryblossomintertie.net/
http://www.cherryblossomintertie.net/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.cherryblossomintertie.net/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.cherryblossomintertie.net/
http://www.cherryblossomintertie.net/
http://www.cherryblossomintertie.net/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/
http://www.peachstateintertie.com/


8 

 

Map showing location of repeaters that can be linked during Skywarn weather events. 
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 MARS 

Georgia ARES has an informal but strong working relationship with Army and Air Force MARS (Military 

Auxiliary Radio System).  Several ARES members are MARS members and the Georgia ARES leadership has a 

few key members who act as liaison.  While MARS acts independently of ARES there is coordination on both 

real and practice communication events through our liaison members.  If such coordination is necessary, 

contact any of the key Georgia ARES leadership personnel. 

Hospital Nets 

The hospital net convenes to test and practice the back up radio communications that will be needed in the 

event an emergency or disaster disrupts normal communications. This builds in the resiliency needed by our 

health care system to insure that those in need are served at all times. We are working towards digital 

readiness by the end of 2015. 

 

Georgia Hospital Amateur Radio Net convenes on the first Sunday of each month at 3PM local time on the 40 

meter frequency of 7.1850 LSB (+/-QRM). Our Georgia Hospital Net Manager and Net Control (NC) Station will 

call the net. After the voice portion of the net, NC will again try to make as many hospital contacts as possible 

on RTTY on a Frequency of 7.0900 USB (+/-). We also use 3.9750 (+/-QRM) and 3.0900 (+/-QRM for RTTY. We 

have also used 60 meters once or twice. 

 

Most Regional Coordinating Hospitals have the following equipment: 

 

- Kenwood 480 HF transceiver and a permanent dipole antenna 

- Icom 880 dual band D-Star transceiver (one band at a time) and a permanent Diamond X-50 antenna.  

- Signalink interface for connecting the radio to a computer. 

- Laptop or tower computer and printer. 

 

Most of this equipment is in an extra-large Pelican case while some locations have it permanently installed.   

The other hospitals/nursing homes run some variation on this theme. 
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The following graphic illustrates the Georgia Regional Coordinating Hospitals and Counties they serve: 

 

 
 

 

The following hospital facilities have been identified as consistent communication capable participants.  
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Key Infrastructure: 

Analog Repeaters 

The vast majority of the 436 coordinated repeaters located throughout Georgia support analog voice. 

Repeaters can be found that support communications on 28, 144, 220, 440, 900, and 1270 MHz. 

Digital Repeaters 

There are two primary types of digital repeaters in Georgia.  The most popular is the D-Star system with 

repeaters nominally co-located on Georgia Public Broadcasting towers and at other sites.  These repeaters can 

operate in a stand-alone mode or, more commonly, linked together through Internet gateways.  The following 

map shows general D-Star coverage in Georgia: 

 

The communications information break-out for D-STAR can be found here.  Other digital repeaters are also 

increasing in use in Georgia including DMR (Mototurbo) and Fusion (C4FM) systems (see the individual county 

communication asset break-outs (217A)).  The Fusion repeater systems will additionally support analog FM.  

We are not aware of any Internet linked systems using the DMR or Fusion transmission standard. 

The other digital system supports Automatic Packet Reporting system (APRS).  It is a two-way tactical real-time 

digital communications system between all assets in a network sharing information about everything going on 

in the local area.  For Amateur radio this means if something is happening now or there is information that 
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could be valuable to you, then it can be displayed on an APRS radio equipped device.  APRS also supports 

global “call sign-to-call sign” messaging (a text messaging equivalent), bulletins, email and voice objects 

because every local area is seen by the Internet System (APRS-IS).  APRS should enable local and global 

amateur radio operator contact in any area served by an APRS system. APRS is normally found on 144.39Mhz 

simplex.  More information on APRS can be found at www.aprs.org . 

The following is a listing of analog and digital repeaters in Georgia that have indicated they are emergency 

service affiliated.  Out of the 436 coordinated repeaters in Georgia, 201 are listed as supporting Skywarn or 

ARES affiliation. 134 repeaters indicate Skywarn support, 183 list ARES affiliation, 116 list both. 

  

By county: 

  

COUNTY Skywarn ARES 

  Bacon 0 1 

Bartow 0 1 

Berrien 1 2 

Bibb 4 4 

Bleckley 2 1 

Bryan 3 3 

Buford 1 1 

Burke 0 3 

Butts 1 2 

Carroll 2 2 

Catoosa 1 1 

Chatham 8 9 

Cherokee 1 3 

Clarke 3 3 

Cobb 6 6 

Columbia 2 3 

Coweta 1 0 

Crawford 0 1 

Dade 0 2 

DeKalb 4 5 

Dougherty 3 4 

Edgefield 1 0 

Effingham 1 1 

Fayette 6 7 

Floyd 0 3 

Forsyth 3 6 

Fulton 4 4 

Glynn 0 1 

Gordon 0 1 

Gwinnett 11 12 

Hall 5 5 

Henry 2 3 

Houston 2 2 

Jackson 4 4 

http://www.aprs.org/
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Jefferson 1 0 

Johnson 0 2 

Jones 0 1 

Lamar 0 1 

Laurens 3 3 

Lowndes 1 8 

Meriwether 2 2 

Mitchell 2 2 

Monroe 1 1 

Morgan 0 1 

Murray 3 5 

Muscogee 0 1 

Newton 3 3 

Paulding 5 4 

Pickens 2 1 

Pike 3 0 

Putnam 0 3 

Rabun 1 1 

Rockdale 0 3 

Spalding 1 0 

Stephens 3 3 

Taylor 1 0 

Thomas 0 1 

Tift 1 3 

Toombs 0 1 

Troup 2 4 

Turner 1 2 

Twiggs 1 0 

Union 1 1 

Upson 1 0 

Walker 1 2 

Walton 3 3 

Webster 1 1 

White 2 2 

Whitfield 3 7 

Wilkinson 3 3 

Mobile Stations 

A vast majority of ARES/RACES members have mobile stations in their private vehicles.  This is normally a 

station capable of VHF and UHF operation with a nominal output of 50 watts.  Some mobile stations have 

considerably more capability and can operate on HF frequencies.  Others are also capable of digital operations 

on D-Star, Fusion, and other digital voice/data technologies and APRS. 
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Home Stations 

Home stations have the most capability.  Depending on an operator’s license class they are capable of 

operating on most of the commonly designated communication frequencies up to all of the Amateur 

frequencies permitted.  Many home stations are capable of operating off-grid using battery, generator, or 

solar power or some combination of the three. 

Georgia State Operations Center (GEMA facilities located in Atlanta, Georgia) 

ARES/RACES is represented at the ESF-2 position in the SOC.  Some of the equipment currently in service 

includes: 

- Icom, IC-756 HF 2-30MHZ, (MARS Capable), USB/LSB Voice/DIGITAL 

- Antenna, 3-30 MHz Multi-band Loop 

- YAESU, FT-8800 VHF/UHF FM Voice/Packet 

- Icom, IC-2820, VHF/UHF FM Voice/Packet, D-STAR 

- TNC (modem), Kantronics KPC3+/Packet 

- Sound Card Modem, SignaLink Digital 

PC – DELL Laptop 

Digital Modes, (MARS Capable) 

- Echolink 

- WINLINK 2000 RMS 

- D-RATS 

IBM Lenova Laptop 

- WEBEOC 

Key Frequencies: 

ARES uses two primary frequencies for HF statewide communication.  The primary frequency is 3.975 MHz.  If 

propagation is poor on 3.975, the alternate primary frequency of 7.275 MHz is used.  A majority of the 

statewide digital traffic on the D-Star system is found on reflector 30B.  A more detailed list of common 

frequencies can be found at www.gaares.org  Click on the frequencies link. 

Deployable Assets:  

ARES organizations have a diverse inventory of assets that can be deployed to support and augment 

emergency communication.  These assets include communications trailers, mobile communications vehicles, 

and portable stations. 

Training: 

In addition to having an Amateur Radio license, Georgia ARES strongly encourages all of its members to 

obtain additional training in emergency communications, National Incident Management System (NIMS), and 

http://www.gaares.org/
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other professional development.  Several members have completed training in AuxCom, Com-L, Com-T, CERT, 

and CPR.  Local groups often have their own training and currency requirements. 

The following lists key training courses and the number of members completing (as of June 2015) : 

 

- Auxiliary Communications (AUXCOMM) – 40 

- Communications Technicians (COM-T) – 5 

- Communications Leader (COM-L) – 3 

- Georgia Certified Emergency Managers (CEM) - 2 

- GEMA Incident Command – 6 

- GEMA Public Information Officer (PIO) – 2 

- GEMA Resource Management – 2 

- GEMA Rescue Specialist – 21 

Credentialing: 

In 2010, Georgia ARES recognized the need for a standardized identification that would be recognized 

throughout the State.  This would allow members who had completed a designated training curriculum and 

background check to deploy in support of communication events.  The receiving agency would know this 

asset meets the prescribed standards for providing emergency communications. 

 

To receive Georgia ARES credentials, a member must possess a valid Amateur Radio license, pass a 

background check, demonstrate proficiency in emergency communications by passing a basic 

communications test, and complete ICS-100, ICS-200, ICS-700, and ICS-800.  More details on the State ARES 

identification requirements can be found at www.gaares.org.   Click on the State ARES Badge 

Requirements/Info link. 

 

  

http://www.gaares.org/
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Key Personnel: 

The following displays a general organization chart of Georgia ARES.  A complete expanded listing of the 

Georgia ARES structure and key personnel can be found at www.gaares.org  Click on the DEC/EC or leadership 

list.  There are two additional NWS offices in Florida (Tallahassee) and South Carolina (Greenville-Spartanburg) 

that are represented but not shown on this chart. 

 

http://www.gaares.org/
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Georgia District and County Communications Information Breakout 

 
Use this map for relating to the following county and district information break-outs.  Not all Georgia counties 

are represented.  Districts and counties are alphabetically ordered and displayed to minimize the break of data 

across pages.  Note that a few counties are managed as a group and so do not appear separately. 

 

Communication information for Districts 

Communication information for Counties 

Communication information for Winlink network 

Communication information for D-STAR repeater system  
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Central District: 

 

 
Keywords:  Irwinton, Warner Robins, Cochran, Cedar Grove, Eastman, Milledgeville, Crawford, Macon, Montezuma, Macon EMA, 

Houston Medical, repeater, hospital 
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East Central District: 

 

 
Keywords:  Appling, Augusta, Trenton, Thomson, Evans, Martinez, Columbia, Hephzibah, D-STAR, DSTAR, Fusion, deployable, repeater, 

mobile, trailer, 3.975 
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Metro District: 

 

 
Keywords:  Dekalb, Coweta, Cobb, Clayton, Henry, Cherokee, Butts, Atlanta, repeater, P25, linked 
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Metro District (Continued): 

 

 
Keywords:  Spalding, Rockdale, Paulding, Newton, Gwinnett, Fulton, Fayette, Goshen Springs, Snellville, repeater 
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Metro District (Continued): 

 

Deployable assets: 
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Southwest District: 

 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Tallahassee, Tifton, Live Oak, Madison, Lake City, Lee, Clyattville, Thomasville, Perry, Boston, Gainesville, Hines, Old 

Town, Crawfordville, Lowndes, Parrot, Suwannee, Tift, Thomas, Leon, Taylor, Columbia, Brooks, Alachua, Colquitt, Dixie, Dougherty, 

Sumter, Grady, Reno, Jefferson, Wakulla, Echolink, Florida, Monticello 
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Atlanta – Metro District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater 

 

Barrow County – Northeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater 

 

Bulloch County – Southeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  Pembroke, Bryan, D-STAR, DSTAR, Statesboro, Emanual, Twin City, APRS, repeater, 3.975, digital 
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Bartow County – Northwest District: 

 
Keywords:  repeater, pinelog, digital, 3.975 

 

Brantley County – Southeast District:   Here 

 

Burke County – East Central District: 

 
Keywords:  Burke ARC, repeater 
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Butts County – Metro District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Jackson, digital, 3.975 

 

Carroll County – West Central District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, D-STAR, DSTAR 

 

Catoosa County – Northwest District: 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Ringgold, digital, 3.975 
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Chatham County – Southeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  Chatham, Savannah, red cross, repeater, D-STAR, DSTAR, data, digital 

 

Chattooga County – Northwest District: 

 
Keywords:  repeater, digital, 3.975 
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Cherokee County – Metro District: 

 

 

 
Keywords:  Echolink, repeater, commercial, D-STAR, DSTAR, APRS, Winlink, Jasper, Bartow, Paulding, PSK, digital, deployable 

 

Clark County – Northeast District: 

 

 

Keywords:  repeater 

 

  



30 

 

Clayton, Henry Counties – Metro District: 

 

 

 

Keywords:  repeater, D-STAR, DSTAR, digital, 3.975, Hospital, EOC, POD 
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Cobb County – Metro District: 

 

 
Keywords: repeater, deployable, PSK, APRS, packet, digital, Winlink, Echolink, SEDAN, Crossband, data, 3.975 
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Coweta County – Metro District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, APRS, Skywarn 

 

Dade County – Northwest District: 

 
Keywords: repeater, Trenton, digital, 3.975  
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Dekalb County – Metro District: 

 

 

Keywords: Packet, Winlink, digital, PSK, repeater, 3.975 

 

Dodge County – Central District: 

 
 

Deployable Assets 

 
Keywords:  Dodge, Go Boxes, repeater, deployable 
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Effingham County – Southeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  Chatham, Effingham, PSK, D-STAR, DSTAR, data, 3.975, digital 

 

Evans County – Southeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  Claxton, Evans, Pembroke, Savannah, D-STAR, DSTAR, Statesboro, Vidalia, Twin City, Jesup, Wayne, Emanual, Cedar Grove, 

Laurens, 3.975, repeater 

 

Fannin County – Northwest District: 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Morganton, digital, 3.975 
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Fayette County – Metro District: 

 

 
Keywords:  Skywarn hub, APRS, repeater 

 

Floyd County – Northwest District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Rome, digital, 3.975 
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Fulton County (North) – Metro District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, D-STAR, DSTAR 

 

Forsyth County – Northeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater 

 

Gilmer County – Northwest District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Ellijay, D-STAR, DSTAR, digital, 3.975 

 

Glynn County – Southeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, SHARES, Coast Guard, Winmor, Pactor, digital 



37 

 

 

Gordon County – Northwest District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Adairsville, Calhoun, digital, packet, Winlink, 3.975 

 

Gwinnett County – Metro District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Lawrenceville, Snellville, Goshen Springs, PSK, APRS, packet, Winlink, Echolink, D-STAR, DSTAR, deployable, digital 
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Hall County – Northeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater 

 

Harris County – West Central District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Lanett, Alabama 

 

Heard County – West Central District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Roanoke, Alabama, LARC 

 

Henry County – Metro District:   Here 
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Houston County – Central District: 

 

 
Keywords:  Houston, repeater, packet, winlink, APRS, Echolink, PSK, 3.975, MARS, digital 
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Jenkins County – Southeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  PSK, 3.975 

 

Jones County – Central District: 

 
Keywords:  Jones, repeater, fusion, 3.975, digital 

 

Liberty County – Southeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater 
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Long County – Southeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  PSK, 3.975, digital 

 

Macon County – Central District: 

 
Deployable Assets: 

 
Keywords:  Macon, 3.975, Echolink, repeater, Go boxes, deployable 

 

McIntosh County – Southeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  RACES, repeater, PSK, 3.975, digital 
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Merriwether County – West Central District: 

 

Keywords:  repeater, D-STAR, DSTAR, Warm Springs, Peachnet, linked 

 

Murray County – Northwest District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Dalton, D-STAR, DSTAR, digital, 3.975 

 

Muscogee County – West Central District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Columbus, CARC 
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Newton County – Metro District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, RACES, PSK, APRS, packet, Winlink, D-STAR, DSTAR, Echolink, 3.975 
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Paulding County – Metro District: 

 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, crossband, Douglasville, Cherokee, Jasper, PSK, 3.975, digital  
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Pickens County – Northwest District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Jasper, Pinelog, digital, C4FM, Fusion, MOTOTRBO, MOTOTURBO, DMR, P25, 3.975 

 

Pierce County – Southeast District:   Here 

 

Polk County – Northwest District: 

 

Keywords:  repeater, Cedartown, digital, 3.975  



46 

 

Pulaski County – Central District: 

 

 
Keywords:  Pulaski, repeater, PSK, digital 

 

  



47 

 

Rockdale County – Metro District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, digital  
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Screven County – Southeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  PSK, 3.975, digital 

 

Spalding County – Metro District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater 

 

Toombs County – Southeast Distict: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater 

 

Towns County – Northeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater 

 

Troup County – West Central District: 

 

Keywords:  repeater, LaGrange, 220, D-STAR, DSTAR, 6 Meter, LARC  
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Upson County – West Central District: 

 

Keywords:  repeater, 3.975 

 

Walker County – Northwest District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater, Lookout Mountain, digital, 3.975 

 

Walton County – Northeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater 

 

Ware County – Southeast District:   Here 

 

Whitfield County – Northwest District: 

 

Keywords:  repeater, Dalton, digital, 3.975 
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Pierce, Brantley, and Ware Counties – Southeast District: 

 

 
Keywords:  repeater 
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Winlink VHF Mail Gateway Network: 

This system of packet gateways principally exists in the Northwest District and the North Atlanta area.  The 

South Atlanta area is served by a smaller number of gateways.  There is an HF Pactor/Winmor gateway in the 

Southeast Atlanta area. 

 

Keywords:  Henry, Coweta, Pickens, Cherokee, Fulton, Gordon, Dekalb, Gwinnett, Paulding, Pactor, Winmor, Winlink, digital, packet, 

gateway 
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Georgia D-STAR Digital Intenet Linked Network: 

 

 

 
Keywords:  Atlanta, Albany, Ball Ground, Braselton, Buford, Carrollton, Appling, Augusta, Jackson, Athens 
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Georgia D-STAR Digital Internet Linked Network (Continued): 

 

 

 
Keywords:  Cumming, Dalton, Doraville, Dublin, Ellijay, Gainesville, Lawrenceville, Macon, Marietta 
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Georgia D-STAR Digital Internet Linked Network (Continued): 
 

 

 
Keywords:  Pembroke, Savannah, Stone Mountain, Thomasville, Tifton, Valdosta 
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Georgia D-STAR Digital Internet Linked Network (Continued): 
 

 
Keywords:  Warm Springs 

 

 

Beginning of this document:  Here 


